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Do you need to worry about your Ex engaging the IRS to win custody? YEP!

How the IRS helped Geoffrey Hermanstorfer attempt to gain
custody of the child he shares with former Kurt Busch girlfriend
and veteran charity director, Patricia Driscoll.

The following accounts a yearlong investigation by SteelTruth™ into
the government misconduct case of Patricia Driscoll. We all know the
IRS has been weaponized against political groups and individuals over
the years. When you can’t pin someone to a crime, you can always �nd
something wrong with their taxes. During the Congressional hearings
conducted by then Rep. Darryl Issa (R-CA), we learned that Lois Lerner
(head of the IRS) and her hit squad destroyed hundreds of lives of
Conservatives and largely dismantled the Tea Party Organization. I bet
you’d never think they’d go as far as using a custody battle to try to
help a vicious ex-husband steal a child from his mother. Well they did.

No matter what side of the aisle you are on, this story should turn your stomach, because this literally could happen to any of us. The
government misconduct and conspiracy in the case of USA vs Driscoll runs wide and deep.

Patricia Driscoll became a target of the FBI and IRS after she made
headlines of being the girlfriend who was brutally assaulted by
NASCAR driver Kurt Busch. She was assaulted before the #METOO
movement. Wives and girlfriends like Driscoll were attacked by fans
and media alike. Despite the mounds of evidence presented in court
against Busch, to include a police of�cer’s testimony, pictures, emails,
and texts, ESPN took the lead in attacking Driscoll during the four days
of salacious domestic violence hearings. In the midst of these hearings,
and in what appears to be an attempt to destroy Driscoll’s credibility,
ESPN made claims that Driscoll allegedly misused the funds of the
Armed Forces Foundation’s (AFF). Evidence produced in court later
proved that claims of the alleged misuse of funds, and sources for
ESPN’s stories were made by Busch and his new allies: Driscoll’s ex-

husband Geoffrey Hermanstorfer and his �rst cousin Tanya Finch who was the foundation former bookkeeper and Busch superfan.

ESPN put out two hit pieces on Driscoll one at the end of May and
another mid June of 2015 that source only anonymous people. ESPN
violates all journalistic ethical principals by not disclosing their sources
and their biases so that readers can judge for themselves the story’s
credibility. None of these “sources” had to fear for their lives nor were
employed by Driscoll at the time, but all were extremely biased. Busch
being an anonymous source to ESPN was wrong on so many fronts.
Judge David Jones found Busch guilty of domestic violence on “multiple
occasions”, issued a restraining order against Busch, and NASCAR
suspended Busch for his actions impacting his career and income.
ESPN’s other source, Hermanstorfer, was in the midst of a nasty
custody battle he initiated with Driscoll in an attempt to take full
custody of their son, and Finch was under investigation by the DC police for an alleged theft against Driscoll and the foundation. This was a
serious case of revenge with a mountain of bias, with Driscoll’s life being destroyed in the process. According to interviews on the Today Show
and Fox News with Driscoll after the assault, Driscoll stated that “These are the exact reasons why women don’t come forward. Your life will
be destroyed.”

Two agents from the IRS and FBI testi�ed in federal court that they called their supervisors over the holiday weekend to allow them to start
looking into this vanity case after reading the ESPN article. According to the testimony of Agents Robert Valdini and Timothy Lynch, they
ignored and failed to disclose to their supervisors in their memos the obvious bias and motivations behind the people making the allegations.
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Driscoll in the White House with President George W Bush & the First Lady. She

was being honored for her foundation’s work in the Oval office.
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A window outside driver Kurt Busch's garage stall shows a reference to NFL player
Ray Rice written by a spectator at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona
Beach, Fla., Friday, Feb. 20, 2015. In a stunning move just two days before the

season-opening Daytona 500, NASCAR suspended Kurt Busch indefinitely on Friday
after a judge said the former champion almost surely strangled and beat an ex-

girlfriend last fall and there was a "substantial likelihood" of more domestic violence
from him in the future. (AP Photo/Terry Renna) (The Associated Press)

https://steeltruth.com/usa-v-patricia-driscoll


By all appearances they had made up their minds from the beginning as to Driscoll’s guilt.

USA vs Driscoll goes to show you that If the government wants to get
you, they will. During the trial it is uncovered that the IRS investigating
Agent, Robert Valdini, and the DOJ Prosecutor overseeing this
investigation, Virginia Cheatham, lied to the grand jury about evidence
they knew to be false. The IRS agent testi�ed that Driscoll made up an
event on the foundations tax return, claiming that she falsley reported
taking wounded troops to an Orioles baseball game. However, the
event in fact did occur and the DOJ had been given evidence of its
validity by TNT who �lmed the event and televised it during a NASCAR
broadcast. The DOJ had received a copy of the video of the Oriole/troop

outing 1 month prior to Agent Valdini’s grand jury appearance. Evidence of this event was also easily found in a Google search.

The DOJ wanting to pile on charges against Driscoll, alleged that
Driscoll interfered with an IRS investigation. They did this despite the
testimony of their own witness, a 20 year seasoned non pro�t
investigator, IRS Agent Kenneth Roton, who testi�ed that he had no
interaction with Driscoll while conducting an AFF Audit in late
2014/early 2015. In fact, during the 80 hour audit, Driscoll was out of
the country. Agent Roton claims that he only spoke to and worked with
the foundation auditor and book keeper and gave the foundation and
Driscoll a clean bill of health just months before the DOJ decided to
investigate Driscoll again after the Busch assault. The FBI and IRS
agents who investigated Driscoll and ultimately brought charges
against her, testi�ed that they were not experts in nonpro�ts nor
nonpro�t tax returns, and none of these agents had an accounting
degree nor a background in taxes. In fact the government never
presented a tax expert during trial that had looked at the foundations
or Driscoll’s taxes.

It took the prosecution over six months of grand jury proceedings to
get charges brought against Driscoll, but you have to wonder if you
were sitting on this grand jury if these false stories were �nally the
straw that broke the camel’s back. Driscoll was indicted on 8 federal
charges as a result of these proceedings including tax evasion, wire
fraud (emailing the tax returns for review to the AFF board), mail fraud
(mailing the tax return), fraud (essentially publishing an administrative
rate that the government believes to be false), and interfering with an IRS investigation.

Judge Richard J. Leon from all appearances hated this case from the beginning. As Judge Leon, sarcastically remarked about the agent
enthusiasm to go after Driscoll, “This is the BIG WHITE WHALE. EVERYONE wants the BIG WHITE WHALE. THIS IS MOBY DICK”. He told the
government that this case was “overcharged and over tried”. He repeatedly asked the prosecution to drop charges before and throughout the
trial and the DOJ refused. Judge Leon accused the government of “piling on charges” to try to justify all of the money they spent to get “their
pelts”. Leon ultimately dismissed three of these charges leaving Driscoll with 5 charges to �ght by mid trial. Charges dismissed during a trial
by a judge are rare.

Leon angrily charged the DOJ with providing a mountain of uses less paper, some that had writing so small that it was “the size of an ants
body”. Leon told the prosecutor to “go buy 12 magnifying glasses for the jury” because they would never be able to read any of the data.
Judge Leon went on to say that “You’re overwhelming them (jury); you’re overwhelming this Court. You’re treating this like it’s the case of the
century, for God’s sake.” He went on to compare this case to the AT&T merger trial he had just completed stating that it was unfair to drown
the jury in useless paper to make it appear that by volume of paper Driscoll was guilty of something without the jury being able to evaluate
most of it. Leon said, “You guys have tons of paper---tons that will never be read by any jury. Never be read. It will never be read.”

The judges warning of drowning jurors in paperwork came to fruition. During the six-week trial, the government literally put some jurors to
sleep. According to some court observers and an Army Veteran, Marion Carlton, “I watched the jurors fall asleep as Prosecutors presented
their evidence. This woman’s freedom is at risk, her son could be without his mother, and they’re asleep. Most of them didn’t take notes on this
complex tax case. I can tell you, this wasn’t a jury of her peers either”.

In the midst of the trial, an explosion happened that would uncover serious government misconduct. This misconduct was so grievous that
Judge Leon excused the jury to conduct a mini-trial. The IRS with the permission of the DOJ prosecutor sent an agent to “witness” Driscoll
testify in the June 2015 custody hearing. This IRS Agent, Robert Valdini, did so while purposefully concealing his identity from the court (Judge
Richard Bernhardt), Driscoll, and Driscoll’s attorney Robert Erdmann when asked in open court who he was even thought he hadn’t been
authorized to be undercover. Valdini lied stating he was “just an interested member of the public”. It was also uncovered that Agent Valdini
had a secret lunch during this hearing with Driscoll’s ex-husband Geoff Hermanstorfer, Jessica Hermanstorfer, their attorney Darin Rumer.

During this hearing Driscoll was mostly asked �nancial questions about the foundation vs questions about the care of her son after a thorough
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Evidence introduced by the Driscoll’s team during the domestic violence hearing in
Dover in 2014/2015. This evidence was turned over to the Dover police. Driscoll is
holding her phone in the photographs. Kurt Busch texts are in gray from the night of
the unreported assault in May 2012 that Wendy O’Neil testified to. Busch claiming

he’s hurt other women in the past and why would Driscoll be exempt?



review of the custody transcripts. The questions were a mirror of the whistleblower complaint �led by Finch that were still secret at this time
and only in the possession of the government. Judge Bernhardt became angry with the line of questioning and asked Hermanstorfer’s lawyer
to stop multiple times as they were not relevant to the custody matter, yet Rumer continued.

Valdini listened to Driscoll as she explained openly how the foundation
operated, how her business operated, who did the accounting and and
how often, what Finch’s and other staffer’s roles were in that process,
how the board worked, how often the accountants and auditors were
in the of�ce. Driscoll’s statements were consistent with the statements
given by the then AFF attorney Lin Wood to ESPN about the
allegations of misuse of funds. By all appearances, Valdini learned
from this testimony how to craft his investigation, how to steer away
from exculpatory evidence, and lead the “investigation” to the
conclusion he had predetermined: he wanted to �nd her guilty. As
Valdini testi�ed, this case would put this 7 year IRS investigator on the
map.

Everything this agent learned from the minute he lied to Driscoll and
the Judge was “fruit of the poisonous tree” according Driscoll’s criminal
attorney Brian Stolarz. According to both Stolarz and Judge Leon,
Valdini lied, misrepresented himself, and didn’t disclose the fact that
there was an active investigation. As a result, Judge Bernhardt lost the
ability to protect a witness in his courtroom by informing Driscoll and
her attorney of her 5th amendment rights to remain silent. Remaining
silent doesn’t mean someone is guilty, remaining silent also allows you
to protect your defense if you are in fact under investigation. The
government essentially gained Driscoll’s playbook before the game.

During the mini trial, Valdini came under a wrath of �re from Judge
Leon again as Valdini lied while on the stand about the situation. Judge
Leon angrily asked Valdini, “Think Hard, think really hard about your
answer”. Valdini continued to lie about being asked who he was,
despite three attorneys on opposing sides testifying that Valdini had
been asked by both Driscoll and the court about his identity before
Driscoll testi�ed. Unfortunately for Driscoll, the jury never got to hear
the testimonies of the three custody attorneys, Finch, Agent Valdini,
Agent Lynch, Prosecutor Virginia Cheatham, and hear the wrath of the
judge as it related to this coverup and misconduct. This explosive
testimony was done without the jury present. When Valdini returned to
the stand in front of the jury, he changed his story and downplayed the
earlier lie he had been caught in. According to Carlton, “He was clearly
coached. Its not fair that the jury didn’t get to see the element of
surprise when Valdini was confronted with his lies.”

Photo credits: Twitter images of evidence introduced by Driscoll’s defense attorney to
show that the FBI and IRS hadn’t created the alleged items of theft and income, but
the Hermanstorfers did. The same documents were used by the FBI during the trial
as “their work”. The Hermanstorfers had no knowledge of the innerworkings of the
foundation and its program expenses, who were they to judge what was proper and

what wasn’t? Further, these financial documents were stolen by Hermanstorfer’s
cousin Tanya Finch. Also included in these documents are specific items the FBI

claimed Driscoll stole, like the outdoor furniture, which the accusation was proven to
be false, and had been in the backyard of the foundation the whole time.
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June 23, 2015 Agent Robert Valdini lurking in the back of a Howard County

courtroom during the custody hearing of Driscoll and Hermanstorfer. This picture
was taken after he lied to Driscoll, Judge Bernhardt, and Driscoll’s attorney

Erdmann about being an IRS Criminal Division agent and that Driscoll was under
investigation.



Information came to light that Agent Robert Valdini had secret lunch with Driscoll’s ex-husband Hermanstorfer, his attorney Darin Rumer, and
new wife Jessica during the custody hearing. The DOJ didn’t memorialize this secret meeting nor a critical day of testimony in the custody
hearing when the Judge made an important ruling of “extreme bias” on the part of the whistleblower and chief government witness, Tanya
Finch. Finch was the �rst cousin of Driscoll’s ex-husband and former personal assistant and bookkeeper for Driscoll and the AFF, who
admitted to using a “light box” to forge Driscoll’s signature and was the only one with the QuickBooks password, according to the FBI. Valdini
testi�ed that all of this information and “extreme bias” was purposefully left off investigative notes. Agent Valdini provided Judge Leon with no
good explanation as to why he also didn’t take notes at all on the 4th day of testimony stating he only regretted not writing up the lunch. The
Steel Truth has reached out to the DOJ for comment and �led a FOIA for the investigative records over 90 days ago, both have been ignored to
date.

According to Finch’s testimony, she was a super fan of Kurt Busch.
Finch testi�ed in both the custody hearing and in federal court that
“she did this for Kurt Busch” and worked closely with Busch’s legal
team to “take Driscoll down… to keep her from destroying this man’s
reputation”. Finch posted pictures to Facebook of her dining with
Busch, his now wife Ashley Busch, and Finch’s boyfriend Michael
Collins less than one month before she �led the whistleblower
complaint. Busch had also allegedly promised to pay Finch’s legal fees
if she went after Driscoll according to a member of Finch’s legal team.
According to her testimony, Finch and Collins had also been guests at
Busch’s home and ridden on his private jet. Collins had been a guest
spotter for Busch during at least one NASCAR race.

Robert Erdmann, Driscoll’s custody attorney, testi�ed that Busch
promised him verbally that he would fund Driscoll’s custody case
against Hermanstorfer, that is until Driscoll �led assault charges
against Busch. Busch then aligned himself with Hermanstorfer despite
the Hermanstorfer’s threatening to call the police on Busch the year
prior for threats and a verbal assault against Jessica Hermanstorfer.
The Hermanstorfers attended the Driscoll/Busch domestic violence
hearing with the Hermanstorfers supporting Busch. Busch and some
of his employees appeared on Hermanstorfer’s witness list during the
custody hearing. More bias ignored by the DOJ was that
Hermanstorfer was accused in a contempt hearing for using his
position at CACI to try to destroy Driscoll’s business. Hermanstorfer
also allegedly lied on the stand about his involvement with the FBI and
IRS in his attempt to frame Driscoll. According to government
testimony, none of these facts appeared anywhere on IRS, FBI, or DOJ
investigative notes. According letters �led in federal court from
veterans supporting Driscoll, Hermanstorfer is an alleged false claimer
in regards to his military service. Stolen Valor and perjury are both
crimes that could affect Hermanstofers security clearance but surely
should have been taken into consideration in an investigation as to the
credibility of one of the FBI’s main sources of information. The
Hermanstorfer’s and CACI refused to comment.

More problems for the DOJ arose between the government and its own
witnesses when prosecutor Virginia Cheatham claimed to Judge Leon
that her case was “all but sewn up” before the custody hearing. Judge
Leon lashed out at Cheatham in anger stating that this was “Incredible
and impossible” and pointed out the investigation had just started
three weeks before the custody hearing. Agents Valdini and Lynch also
contradicted their prosecutor’s claim testifying that they “knew less
than 5% about this case” when Driscoll testi�ed in June of 2015 in the
custody hearing and testi�ed that Driscoll had no reason to believe she
was under investigation at the time.

Lin Wood, attorney for the foundation told ESPN Outside the Lines,
that they were unaware of any investigation prior to this custody
hearing. Wood goes on to say, “the one-sided reporting of ESPN
makes accusations that are blatantly and demonstrably false”. Wood also is quoted saying that Outside the Lines pursuit of this story is
“shameful” and “that her (Driscoll) only connection to sports is having been the alleged victim at the hands of a professional athlete.”
According to Driscoll’s custody attorney Robert Erdmann, “we believed these �lings (Hermanstorfer’s) to be false and defamatory in nature to
feed the press. These allegations of an investigation were made up by an unscrupulous custody lawyer who wanted to further his client’s

Geoff & Jessica Hermanstorfer
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Photo credits: Tanya Finch and Michael Collins. Facebook posts of Tanya Finch and
her boyfriend Michael Collins. They were out to dinner with Kurt Busch less than
one month before Finch Files a federal whistleblower complaint against Driscoll.
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case.” Driscoll wasn’t visited by the IRS nor FBI until mid-July of 2015, about a month after the custody hearing.

ESPN in fact was getting information for their articles from the custody �lings of Hermanstorfer making allegations of Driscoll’s misuse of
foundation money as Federal Whistleblower complaints are kept secret until charges are brought. Finch testi�ed that she didn’t provide her
whistleblower complaint to Hermanstorfer or to anyone else. The question Leon never got the answer to was how did Hermanstorfer and his
legal team get an exact copy of this secret document if he didn’t’ get it from Finch and her team? How did Hermanstorfer’s �ling in a custody
hearing match both in font and word for word with a secret Government document? Leon declared that he questioned the integrity and
honesty of Hermanstorfer’s lawyer Darin Rumer after his testimony. Rumer was in possession of not only stolen �nancial documents protected
by a non-disclosure agreement, but also a secret Whistleblower complaint. There had also been allegations that Rumer had met with a
government agent a week before the custody hearing.

The IRS and DOJ had become judge, jury, and executioner. The notes from the IRS investigator took 4 years to surface with the defense
receiving them only the day before the federal trial began, even though two years prior the DOJ had tried to get Driscoll to take a plea bargain.
It makes one wonder why a defendant doesn’t have all of the investigative notes and evidence prior to being asked to plead out. How can
anyone make an informed decision if you don’t have all of the facts?

Jan Toth, a veteran’s wife who had worked with AFF and attended many days of the trial said, “It is unbelievable to me that IRS would use a
child custody case to ask Driscoll �nancial questions about the Foundation that have nothing to do with the care of her son. It’s even more
disgusting to me that they would be having secret meetings and lunches together to conspire. Who knows what else we don’t know since
they seem to document what they want to. As a mother this is a scary thing to watch. Your exes want to get even with you so they call the
IRS…This just shows you the power an athlete has to keep abusing their victims. As a long time NASCAR fan, this is just sickening and
NASCAR let him get away with it, even after more abuse is uncovered.” Toth was referring to another explosive revelation during trial, witness
Wendy O’Neil a former AFF employee, admitted that Busch had also assaulted Driscoll in the summer of 2012. Driscoll called O’Neil the night
the attack happened, sent her photos for “safe keeping” of the bruises and red marks on Driscoll’s face and neck, but O’Neil (an admitted
Busch fan and new friend of Hermanstorfer) destroyed the photos. Driscoll never reported this attack to the police.

As the trial went on, the government’s witnesses contradicted the government’s theory that Driscoll compensated herself more that she was
owed and mis-categorized data entries in QuickBooks. The FBI testi�ed that Driscoll didn’t have the password to QuickBooks and couldn’t
prove that she personally had done anything to the books. Carlton stated, “The government got beat every day. The facts were against them
and they looked ridiculous. I watched as most of the jurors looked horri�ed at the lies.”

The foundation was governed by a board, a �nance committee that met regularly, had an accounting �rm, and an independent auditor who
oversaw the foundations �nances and tax returns. Testimony revealed that these parties had full and open access to the foundation’s books.
The foundation Finance Committee members testi�ed that Driscoll was owed what she been compensated and was owed more money that
she had not yet been paid. These board members also stated that as the �nance committee they had full and open access to all �nancial
documents and were ultimately responsible for the foundations tax returns. The �nance committee chair, Hugh Webster, was a nationally
acclaimed Non-pro�t attorney who had published two books on running boards of non-pro�ts. So why wasn’t the board, book keeper and
accountants sitting next to Driscoll at the defendants table? It might have something to do with the fact that after Driscoll left, the AFF spent
most of the remaining $3 million dollars on a lawyer name Ralph Caccia who had worked alongside of Virginia Cheatham for years. The AFF
gave Caccia’s �rm $1 million dollars in the �rst three months after Driscoll’s departure. As a side note, the foundation kept the same
accountant and made the same errors on their next two tax returns post Driscoll that had been made while Driscoll was employed there. The
same errors that the DOJ brought charges against Driscoll were not brought against the foundation or their employees for the same tax return
errors.

The IRS wasn’t alone in the alleged misconduct, the FBI also
participated in alleged illegal and unethical actions by interviewing
people and never documenting these interviews. Former FBI Agent
Mike Dick told The Steel Truth, “Agents have a legal obligation to write
all interactions down and make their investigative notes available to
the defendants both exculpatory and inculpatory. If you only write
derogatory comments by someone it’s not administratively pure.
Keeping out information that is potentially bene�cial to a defendant is
called spoliation and it is illegal. Under normal circumstances
investigators understand the biases of former spouses and disgruntled
employees and they wouldn’t make these biased people the nucleus of
information. We have an obligation to investigate both sides, and not
make a conclusion of the desired outcome from the beginning.”

One of the people that the FBI interviewed was a former AFF employee
who, in a letter supporting Driscoll, stated he was visited in person by
the FBI at his home in Denver, Colorado, yet no 302 exists of this visit.

This former employee also reported contradictory evidence to the FBI’s theft theory. Another witness was Driscoll’s former neighbor who was
visited alone and in person by FBI Agent Tim Lynch at her work. She also provided exculpatory comments in favor of Driscoll but there is no
302 of this interaction either.

Other witnesses who testi�ed stated that their 302’s were missing whole parts of conversations and missing information that was
exculpatory and helpful to Driscoll. Some of the witnesses that testi�ed said their statements had been twisted by the FBI. As a side note, FBI

Transcript from the Federal Trial, Judge Leon speaking to the government’s
misconduct in the case



interviews are rarely recorded, so agents write down notes of how they think the conversation went and what they feel is important, not the
actual word for word interaction. Carlton who observed almost every day of the trial said that, “I’ve never heard so many lies (by the
government and government witnesses). They couldn’t even get it together, they contradicted each other. The prosecutor lied, the FBI lied, the

IRS lied, it was unbelievable. It scares me as a black woman as to the power of the justice department. These people have no morals (The
DOJ). They know they’re wrong, but they want to win at all cost and don’t care about who’s lives they ruin in the process. Even when they are
caught in their lies, they continue pushing lies and doctored emails. How can you present a doctored email as evidence when the people who
doctored it is the DOJ and Finch? I am scared for my son. This is what my community has been talking about, the injustice. The system is
broken”. According to Carlton, Driscoll had veteran supporters in the masses almost every day of court. Some traveled as far as North Carolina
and California to show their support.

On top of the 5th amendment violations came Brady Act violations. This case was riddled with “lost” evidence that would bene�t Driscoll, and
missing 302’s. To make matters worse, the DOJ prosecutor Cheatham knew that these notes were missing from Agent Valdini’s court
appearance and did nothing about it. The IRS and FBI are legally obligated to write down all interactions, calls, emails, meetings and disclose
this evidence to the defense after someone is charged. Judge Leon stated, “in Howard County, Geoff Hermanstorfer and Tanya Finch,
Hermanstorfer’s cousin and the whistleblower and critical witness in this case conspired to develop facts in a public proceeding that would
expose Patricia Driscoll to criminal liability. More troubling, perhaps, Agent Valdini has no qualms exploiting this family feud to further his
criminal investigation”. The DOJ prosecutor Virginia Cheatham’s actions Leon labeled “inexcusable”. He goes on to say, “These facts raise a
larger questions of how the government has conducted and supervised this investigation.” Judge Leon stated that back in the day agents like
Valdini would be transferred to “butt Montana!” for their misconduct (he actually said butt according to witnesses in the courtroom, not Butte
as it was transcribed.)

The misconduct uncovered during the custody hearings were just the tip of the iceberg. The IRS took the �le of Driscoll’s tax information from
her accountant and “lost it”, claiming at �rst that they never took it. Items in this critical �le proved what Driscoll (or Finch on her behalf) had
sent to Driscoll’s accountant, Randolph Ruckert, as it related to her income. Without this information the government could claim that Driscoll
was criminally hiding information from her accountant. Driscoll only had the emails on her laptop to dispute the missing �le’s contents and
prove her innocense. Ruckert, admitted to making unintentional errors during his testimony and stated that Driscoll never told him to leave
information off or provide false information on the returns. This testimony was echoed by the Foundation’s auditors and accountants stating
that Driscoll had always been forthcoming. All of the accountants testi�ed that they rarely dealt with Driscoll but mostly dealt with Finch or
other AFF staff due to Driscoll’s demanding schedule.

Testimony by multiple witnesses proved that other items went missing after being picked up by the DOJ. In those items were Driscoll’s
personal and company email server, the foundation’s board notes and minutes, the criminal investigation �le of Finch from the DC police. Items
that clearly could have been helpful to Driscoll and her legal team. Finch, “the Whistleblower”, was under investigation by the DC police a year
prior to Driscoll being charged. Finch was being charged with theft and embezzlement for allegedly stealing over $20,000 from the foundation
and Driscoll personally. Finch was the foundation and Driscoll’s bookkeeper, wrote all checks, handled payroll, deposited money, paid all bills,
and opened all the mail. She was the one who dealt with the accountants and auditors and was the only one with the password to
Quickbooks according to the FBI. The prosecutor and the FBI wanting “The Great White Whale” ordered the DC police to “stand down” on
Finch, as the DC Police had �led for a warrant for Finch’s arrest according to Detective Thomas Stein’s testimony during the federal trial.

As if this wasn’t already a terrifying Lifetime Movie of The Week, it was uncovered that the DOJ used emails that had been doctored by Finch
as evidence. The DOJ also used incomplete emails and removed contents of emails, and broken email strings so that the context of statements
made were misconstrued. The DOJ presented these doctored emails during their grand jury presentations before the trial. The original emails
surfaced during the trial from the defense proving that the government had provided doctored information, yet even in their closing arguments
the DOJ continued to present the doctored emails to the jury. The FBI also accused Driscoll of stealing furniture and other items without
executing a search warrant to prove that these items were truly stolen. During the trial pictures of these items surfaced and government
witnesses testi�ed that these items had been in the foundation of�ce the whole time. The items were never stolen, but the FBI didn’t bother to
interview any of their own witnesses during the course of their investigation according to testimony.

The FBI and IRS used as their main piece of evidence, a spreadsheet containing supposed misappropriated funds that was generated by
stolen �nancial documents complied by Driscoll’s ex-husband, Geoff Hermanstorfer and his wife Jessica. These spreadsheets made
accusations that Driscoll had stolen items from the foundation. The Hermanstorfers had never worked for the foundation and had no
knowledge as to the appropriateness of expenditures nor programmatic expenses. Geoff Hermanstorfer and apparently the FBI weren’t aware
that other staff members used Driscoll’s credit cards for program expenses and purchases until staff members testi�ed to those facts during
trial. It makes you wonder why the FBI would be willing to take a spreadsheet made by the ex-husband of a company he has no internal
knowledge of and that they wouldn’t investigate these expenses with any foundation staff and their own witnesses?

The DOJ accused Driscoll of stealing almost $1Million, this included mostly the money from the spreadsheet built by Driscoll’s ex-husband of
AFF programmatic expenses, her compensation and bene�ts over the decade she worked for AFF. According to testimony of AFF board
members and emails introduced into evidence, the board approved all of Driscoll’s compensation and bene�ts. Two attorneys for the
foundation both publicly and on the stand stated that she was owed the money she was accused of stealing, yet the Government charged her
anyway. The government at one point tried to introduce a spreadsheet the FBI created stating Driscoll wasn’t entitled to commissions, some of
her salary, rent, or other bene�ts even though their own witnesses and AFF board members contradicted this theory. Without this theory
being in place the charges of “theft” no longer held up. The Judge angrily told the government he “wasn’t going to allow it (commissions
spreadsheet)”. He wasn’t going to allow the FBI to make up rules that differed from the foundation’s documentation and governance. This left
the prosecution to hang their whole case on the “fraud” being a marketing/consumer fraud as they didn’t believe the foundation’s
administrative rate was accurately published on fundraising materials. The marketing numbers were derived from the auditors report . The
government’s IRS experts disagreed with the prosecutors simpli�cation of IRS rules and regulations. The government expert’s testimony was
in direct con�ict as to the application of the “subjective” and “complicated” categorization of expenditures. The government plowed on and
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ignored its own experts.

“The government’s case fell apart”. Brian Stolarz, Driscoll’s defense attorney said, “We beat the government every day”. Unfortunately for

Driscoll, the jury disagreed. For two days straight the jury told the
judge that they were “hopelessly deadlocked” on all counts. The Judge
refused to accept the verdict and declare a mistrial, instead he kept
pushing them back into deliberations with no end in sight. By day three
they had a verdict on three counts and a mistrial on the other two, and
again Judge Leon refused to accept this decision and told them to go
home and think about it. Again, he gave them no timeline that he
would release them. By day four, they came back with guilty on all
counts to the shock of most of the people in the courtroom, according
to witnesses in attendance.

Carlton stated, “many of the jurors were in tears. One girl on the jury
ran out of the courtroom crying. It was clear they had been bullied by
one juror who got herself elected jury forewoman. That lady spent
every day glaring at Patricia. She never took any notes and she’s the
same juror who was caught talking to the IRS government witness in
the bathroom during the trial asking advice on the fact that her and her

husband hadn’t paid taxes. That woman made up her mind before she even heard any evidence. This isn’t justice”. According to the DOJ, the
jury forewoman had been reported speaking to the DOJ’s IRS witness on the �rst day of trial in the bathroom. The prosecutor claimed it was
only about her personal unpaid taxes and argued that the juror be allowed to remain.

Defense exhibit: DOJ uses Finch’s fake email to indict Driscoll. This email was used
to allege that Driscoll stole money from AFF and committed tax evasion. DOJ used it

again during trial. Finch admitted on the stand that she doctored the email, she
signed Driscoll's name on the FLIR sales document, and she created the purchase
order, and paid FLIR. Driscoll, per the email, directs Finch to use her personal or
business related cards but Finch used the AFF card without Driscoll’s knowledge

according to testimony. Finch used this this email in her whistleblower complaint to
set Driscoll up for theft and tax evasion. When she was caught in her lie by Stolarz,
she says “I don’t know, I didn’t think is was anyone’s business what card I used”.

Defense exhibit: DOJ uses Finch’s fake email to indict Driscoll. This email was used
to allege that Driscoll stole money from AFF and committed tax evasion. DOJ used it

again during trial. Finch admitted on the stand that she doctored the email, she
signed Driscoll's name on the FLIR sales document, and she created the purchase
order, and paid FLIR. Driscoll, per the email, directs Finch to use her personal or
business related cards but Finch used the AFF card without Driscoll’s knowledge

according to testimony. Finch used this this email in her whistleblower complaint to
set Driscoll up for theft and tax evasion. When she was caught in her lie by Stolarz,
she says “I don’t know, I didn’t think is was anyone’s business what card I used”.

Defense Exhibit: Foundation Audit report of the AFF prepared by seasoned
independent auditor John Wall. Do the math, the administrative expenses reported by

the AFF are correctly reported at 95%. Can you imagine being told that you are
guilty of consumer fraud based on the work of a highly trained professional?



The case got weirder. Driscoll was convicted in early December 2018. During the trial the numbers shrunk of Driscoll’s alleged misdeeds from
a million the DOJ originally claimed she stole, to the prosecution now saying she owed $77,000 in taxes. With the theft largely out, the
government was left with donations as the fraud they say was illegally gotten by the foundation through an alleged false advertisement of the

AFF’s administrative rates. These donations the prosecution claims
were gotten in part as a result of this marketing scheme added up to
$472,000. The Judge during sentencing strongly disagreed with the
government’s allegations and reduced the amount to under $85,000
with $48,500 of that being a car that was donated to AFF that had
been auctioned off at Barrett Jackson. Ted McIntyre, who bought the
car for $1 Million dollars declared his support for Driscoll in a letter to
Judge Leon and said he “never felt defrauded” and that Driscoll was a
great person. During sentencing, unlike the trial, the government only
had to prove beyond a preponderance (51%) of the evidence with all
bene�t going to the government. Of note, the majority of the alleged
“victims” were �nance committee members of the AFF, who had full
access to the foundations �nancials and were responsible for the tax
returns. One board member was given immunity for his testimony. Not
one alleged victim showed up during sentencing. Driscoll was set for
sentencing in July 2019 but after a two hour hearing it was
rescheduled again for August 8. Three hours before sentencing it was
postponed again without explanation two more times and eventually
pushed to September 12, 2019.

Today, September 12, 2019, the Judge fashioned a thoughtful and
considered sentence. STAYED pending the appeal.   According to her
Attorney, Brian Stolarz, "With the stay we can continue on the path to
justice for Ms. Driscoll” 

According to Stolarz, Driscoll maintains her innocence and plans to
appeal the guilty verdict. He says, “This case is ripe with injustice that
will have a destructive effect on the entire justice system if her
(Driscoll) sentence is allowed to stand”. He says, “The jury got it wrong.
She is innocent. The evidence proved her innocence and I will continue
to stand by her.” Veterans, donors, and supporters in the hundreds
have jumped to her defense writing passionate letters about Driscoll
and her impact on the community. One homeless veteran testi�ed for her at her sentencing who was a student in her class. He said, “She
changed my life and continues to help veterans like me even after everything that happened. She’s a good lady that the justice system failed.
Now they are failing all of us”. One veteran and his wife started a Fundly account to help Driscoll with the legal bills and right the wrong done
here”:

 HTTPS://FUNDLY.COM/SETTING-WRONGS-RIGHT

Photo credits: Twitter images of evidence introduced by Driscoll’s defense attorney to
show that the FBI and IRS hadn’t created the alleged items of theft and income, but
the Hermanstorfers did. The same documents were used by the FBI during the trial
as “their work”. The Hermanstorfers had no knowledge of the innerworkings of the
foundation and its program expenses, who were they to judge what was proper and

what wasn’t? Further, these financial documents were stolen by Hermanstorfer’s
cousin Tanya Finch. Also included in these documents are specific items the FBI

claimed Driscoll stole, like the outdoor furniture, which the accusation was proven to
be false, and had been in the backyard of the foundation the whole time.

https://fundly.com/setting-wrongs-right

